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President’s report 


T here are some exciting, as well as challenging, issues 
to report on this month. 

First, although it’s only been going a short time, our cadets 
group is gathering momentum. I joined Jeff and Georgi 
and numerous other parents and kids on the second 
cadets’ excursion spotlighting in the You Yangs on 
27 September. We were joined by some families from the 
‘Muddy Boots, Sandy Hands’ group as well as regular and 
new families. It was a wild and windy night and some of us 
had to leave early because we didn’t bring proper rain 
gear! There is a lesson in planning. But before that we 
saw koalas, possums, tawny frogmouth and possibly the 
biggest huntsman I’ve ever seen. Great work Jeff and 
Georgi and parents! 

Secondly, the initial meeting for the Conservation Group 
has been delayed but will occur on Sunday 
6 October. This will be an opportunity to begin discussions 
of a strategy and plan for the Club’s conservation work, 
bring together ideas and interests and priorities going 
forward, both ‘on the ground’ work and ‘higher level’ work 
such as submissions, engagement with decision-makers, 
etc. There are quite a lot of opportunities and scope for 
interested individuals to get involved in both levels of 
conservation work, and given the general approach of 
governments at the moment to the environment and 
conservation it is important that we take a more structure 
and strategic approach to this kind of activity. 

On the disappointing or challenging news front, at the time 
of writing it is immanent that the Victorian Government is 
to bring in new native vegetation clearing rules into 


Tonight... 

... Rose Herben from CCMA will talk about the 
Estuary Watch program 

At the November meeting... 

... TBA 


GFNC website 

Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate 
etc.) can be emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to 
Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they can be incorporated 
onto the site frequently. 

GFNC Web page: http://home.vicnet.net.au/~qfnc/ 
e-mail address: afnc@vicnet.net.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 
general meetings. 

The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat to 
other members and visitors. 


...Bruce Lindsay 

Victoria’s planning system. These new rules will be highly 
facilitative of native vegetation clearing, especially on 
private land and where otherwise unprotected by other 
conservation mechanisms (e.g. conservation covenants, 
local government overlays). The purported ‘risk-based 
approach’ to clearing permission is to be based heavily on 
online biodiversity mapping which will open native 
vegetation on well over 90% of private land to ‘summary’ 
clearing, i.e. the right to clear with no reference to 
avoidance or minimisation or the need for on-ground 
ecological assessment, so long as an offset is obtained. 
The mapping itself identifies substantial areas of native 
vegetation, including threatened species and communities 
habitat, as ‘low risk’ and thereby susceptible to ‘summary’ 
clearing. A close inspection of the mapping in our region 
shows, for example, the Indented Head Red Gum 
woodland, Buckley Park Foreshore Reserve and Balyang 
Sanctuary as all ‘low risk’ in their importance to the State’s 
biodiversity! 



Gordon McCarthy cutting his 90th birthday cake. Photo: Rob Ganly 


GFNC’s webpage 

http://home.vicnet.net.au/~afnc/ 


GFNC’s Facebook 

http://www.facebook.com/deelonafnc 


The photo on the front cover, by Ian Smissen, is of a Spotted 
Pardalote carrying nesting material, Anakie Gorge PG, Brisbane 
Ranges on 31 Aug 2013. 

The photo on the back cover, by David Tytherleigh, is of Black 
Swans at Jerringot. 





















A not so short tale: 100 years of Muttonbird banding—David Boyle 
Bird Group meeting, 19 September 2013 

...Dean Hewish 


D avid Boyle has for many years studied Short-tailed 
Shearwaters Ardenna tenuriostris on Phillip Island, 
Victoria, as a member of the Victorian Ornithological 
Research Group Inc. (VORG). 

Short-tailed Shearwaters produce an ornithological 
spectacle each year, with 14 breeding colonies on the 
island. At least one million birds congregate in the area, 
out of a total of perhaps more than 20 million birds 
nationally. Most of the study of these birds has involved 
the colony at Cape Woolamai, which supports between 
300 000 and 500 000 birds. 


Europeans first saw the enormous 
concentrations of these shearwaters 
when Matthew Flinders and George 
Bass made an expedition in 1798 to 
discover whether Tasmania was 
separated from the mainland. Flinders 
described it as an amazing avian 
spectacle, with ‘Sooty Petrels (Short¬ 
tailed Shearwaters) in a stream 50 to 80 
yards deep, 300 yards in breadth and 
taking one and half hours to pass.’ Fie 
estimated that there were 150 million 
birds and calculated they would need 
18.5 square miles for nesting. 


‘Short-tailed 
Shearwaters produce 
an ornithological 
spectacle each year’ 


was very low and provided only limited insight into the 
distribution and movements of the birds. 

It was decided that the most efficient way to study these 
birds would be to use geolocation, whereby birds were 
tagged with sensors that would provide information about 
their movements. GPS trackers and loggers have high 
resolution (15 m) and can relay their information via 
satellites but are extremely expensive, heavy and have a 
limited battery life. Light level geolocators have low spatial 
resolution but are small and can be deployed for long 
periods. However, they must be 
recovered from the birds to download 
the data. They measure daylight hours, 
which is used to calculate approximate 
latitude and longitude. They also record 
saltwater immersion, which gives 
indications of the bird’s behavior. 
Location calculations using light levels 
are subject to very many errors, 
particularly near the times of the 
equinoxes, but new analytical methods 
have considerably improved the 
accuracy of the method. 


Indigenous populations exploited the shearwaters for food, 
as did early navigators and settlers. They are no longer 
harvested in Victoria but are still harvested on Tasmanian 
islands. Early navigators and settlers noted that the birds 
were present during the Australian summer, but absent 
during the Australian winter. 

In an attempt to study the migratory behavior of the 
shearwaters, a banding program was started on Phillip 
Island. The Bird Observers Club managed the effort from 
1912 until 1958 when management changed to the Altona 
Survey Group, but it passed to VORG in 1959. By October 
1966, 15 000 birds had been banded. The first breeding 
adult recovered in the northern hemisphere was number 
160-52714, banded April 6th, 1963, at Cape Woolamai 
and found at Port Maiden, Alaska on July 28, 1965. The 
banding effort was temporarily discontinued by VORG in 
1985 but was soon restarted and continues to this day. 
Adults are banded in October and young birds are banded 
in April. A total of 32 378 have been banded, with 502 
recoveries, of which 380 were away from the banding site. 
Thirteen were from the northern hemisphere. Average 
elapsed time between banding and recovery was 4 years 
and 11.9 months. The maximum time was 39 years and 
10.8 months for a bird banded as a chick in March 1961 at 
Cape Woolamai, Phillip Island. In all, the recovery rate 


On 6 April 2008, 50 burrows with chicks 
were identified on Phillip Island as 

H-having birds that could be geotagged. 

On 18 October 2008, 20 adults from 15 of the burrows 
were fitted with geolocators and 15 adults from another 
group of 15 burrows banded as reference birds. The 20 
loggers with their interface box cost £LIK 2070. On 23 
October 2009 the bird identified as 'Burrow 38, Band 162 - 
72251 (18/10/08) Logger 2741', was recovered from the 
same burrow in which the logger had been applied one 
year and 5 days earlier. By 2013, 5 out of 20 loggers had 
been recovered from birds tagged at Cape Woolamai. 
Data was retrieved from four of these, producing data for 
between 1 year and 3 years 8 months. 

The results showed that the birds left the burrows to catch 
food in the Southern Ocean, increasing their range with 
time until they eventually hunted off the Antarctic coast. 
They began their migrations north starting from the 
Antarctic, travelled north toward Japan. They spent the 
northern summer off the Aleutian Islands, returning across 
the Pacific Ocean. The first bird recovered spent 30 to 60 
days and nights out of 370 days on land, meaning 300 
days and nights were spent over the northern Pacific and 
Great Southern Oceans. 

A new Summerlands study site has been established 
because of the poor percentage recovery at Cape 
Woolamai. This location is close to the Penguin Parade. 
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The study group is establishing nest boxes so that 
geolocators can be deployed on birds sitting on eggs and 
to reduce animal welfare issues. The site can be secured 
from public access and has easier access for researchers. 

Threats to shearwaters and other marine birds include 
climate change, oceanic acidification, changes in weather 
patterns, changes in resources available in wintering and 
summer feeding ground, resource exploitation by humans, 
long line and other fishing and, increasingly, plastic debris 
in the marine environment. In one instance, more than 175 
pieces of plastic were found in in one dead bird, totalling 
26 grams (between 5 and 8% of the bird’s total weight). 
Studies of the impact of plastic debris has been published: 
Carey, M.J. (2011) ‘Intergenerational transfer of plastic 
debris by Short-tailed Shearwaters {Ardenna tenuirostris)', 
Emu 111: 229-234. 


David finished his talk with videos of shearwaters arriving 
and leaving the site at Cape Woolamai. 

David acknowledged the contributions of the following 
people and data sources: 

Victorian Ornithological Research Group, James Fox and 
colleagues, DPI Victoria, Wildlife and Small Institutions 
Research Group Inc. volunteers, Hobart, British Antarctic 
Survey, Dr. Richard Phillips, CSIRO Ecosystems 
Sciences, Dr. Denise Hardesty, Dr. Chris Wilcox and 
colleagues. Animal Ethics Committee, Dr. Mark Hindell, 
University of Tasmania, Phillip Island Nature Park, Dr. 
Peter Dann, colleagues and rangers and Animal Ethics 
Committee, Dr. Simon Wotherspoon, University of 
Tasmania. Funding: Seaworld Research and Rescue 
Foundation, VORG Members and the VORG Environment 
Fund. 


What's up 

...Dean Hewish 


T his month marked a momentous event in the history 
of the human race. What occurred was the passage of 
the space probe Voyager 1 into interstellar space. This 
means that a device of human construction is now consid¬ 
ered to have left our Solar System. 

The event was described by Voyager Project Scientist Ed 
Stone of the California Institute of Technology in Pasa¬ 
dena as ‘one of the most important milestones in the his¬ 
tory of exploration’. 

It has been calculated that the actual event probably hap¬ 
pened as early as a year ago, but the official announce¬ 
ment was delayed until the researchers were absolutely 
certain. 

To determine whether the spacecraft was actually outside 
the Solar System, project scientists needed to know the 
nature of the environment surrounding the craft. This takes 
the form of plasma, which is ionised gas, rather like the 
gas inside a fluorescent lamp tube but very much less 
dense. Our Sun constantly sheds plasma as part of what 
is known as the Solar Wind. This plasma defines the ex¬ 
tent of the Solar System. The bubble in space that con¬ 
tains the gas is known as the Heliosphere. As the probe 
moved outward it reached a distance when the sun’s 


plasma quite suddenly gave way to the hotter plasma that 
pervades our galaxy, with a different composition and den¬ 
sity. Man-made instrumentation has never penetrated so 
far into space before (17 billion km), so we had no direct 
information about the interstellar plasma’s density and 
composition. To make matters worse, the plasma detector 
on Voyager 1 failed in 1980. Fortunately its magnetometer 
continued working. Plasma affects magnetic fields and 
passage out of the Solar System was marked by a change 
in the properties of the field around the spacecraft. 

Scientists will use all surviving sensors on Voyager 1 to 
find out as much as possible about its new environment. 

Despite the excitement. Voyager has still not reached the 
most distant objects associated with the Solar System. 
Beyond lies the Oort cloud, where comets are thought to 
originate. 

Voyager 2 it also heading out into the galaxy and will soon 
encounter the same boundary. So will the New Horizons 
probe to Pluto, eventually. The old Pioneer spacecraft are 
still travelling outward but are no longer transmitting. 

For more information see: http://voyager.jpl.nasa.gov/ 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Voyager_1 


Brisbane Ranges Wildflower Show 2013 
Sunday 13 October 
9.30 a.m.-4.30 p.m. 

Anakie Hall, Staughton Vale Rd, Anakie 


Club Clothing 

A new order for club clothing is enclosed. Again we need a 
minimum number of 10 items to put an order through. Please 
give order forms and money to Tracey or Peter tonight or next 
General meeting. Alternatively send order forms and money / 
cheques to: Tracey Hinton, 4/18 Hereford Drive Belmont. 

For orders: polar fleece jacket $40, polar fleece vest $33 and 
wind proof jacket $60. 

Don't forget Christmas isn't far away. These would make a 
great present. 
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Geelong’s gumtrees: the grey-gums 


...Trevor Pescott 


T WO species of grey-gums are found in the Geelong 
region. 

One, the Mountain Grey-gum Eucalyptus cypellocarpa, is 
a widely-distributed tree found throughout the Otway 
Ranges, as well as eastern Victoria and eastern New 
South Wales. It grows along gullies and moist slopes, 
usually among various other eucalypts, and forms an 
integral part of the forest flora of the Otway Ranges. 

But the other, the Anglesea Grey-gum Eucalyptus lltoralls, 
is an Otways endemic, found only in the Anglesea-Airey’s 
Inlet area and at Marengo on the coast near Apollo Bay. It 
was recognised as a separate species as recently as 
2005, having previously been considered as a possible 
form of the Bundy or Long-leaved Box Eucalyptus 
gonlocalyx. 

Mountain Grey-gum E. cypellocarpa 

{Cypellocarpa is derived from two Greek words— cypellon 
for cup or goblet and carpos meaning fruit, referring to the 
shape of the seed-capsules or fruit.) 


A tall, straight-trunked forest tree, it grows to 50 m or 
more. The bark is smooth and grey with underlying 
creamy-yellow patches, and there is usually some rough. 



Mountain Grey-gum, juvenile leaves 



Mountain Grey-gum flowers 


loose, grey bark on the lowest metre or two which allows 
purchase for wire-grass but not moss or ferns. 

The juvenile leaves are sessile, and in pairs, one on each 
side of the branch. Adult leaves are lanceolate-shaped, up 
to 300 mm long and 40 mm wide, with regular veins. 

The buds are in groups of seven, borne on a 25 mm long, 
flattened stalk (peduncle), and each bud is either on a 
short pedicel or is sessile. There are usually two ribs that 
extend along the pedicel and the bud itself. 

The seed-capsules are small and cylindrical or barrel¬ 
shaped, and the flattened peduncle is conspicuous. 

The Mountain Grey-gum flowers in autumn and winter. 

Anglesea Grey-gum or Box Eucalyptus lltoralls 

{Lltoralls means ‘of the shore’ referring to its coastal 
distribution.) 

A small, spreading tree reaching perhaps 16 m tall, it 
grows on the poorer soils of the sandstone ridges that are 
often exposed to the onshore winds. There are some fine 
examples beside the road into Eumeralla Scout Camp. 

It is sometimes multi-stemmed, with a well-developed 
lignotuber. The grey-brown bark is thin and loosely-fibrous 
on the lower trunk, but on the upper trunk and branches it 
is smooth and light grey. 

The juvenile leaves are sessile, and in pairs, one on each 
side of the branch. Adult leaves are lanceolate, glossy 
green, between 180 and 350 mm long and up to 40 mm 
wide. 

The buds are in groups of seven at the end of a flattened 
peduncle which is up to 25 mm long; they are ribbed 
longitudinally and may be slightly ‘waisted’ at or above the 
mid-point. They are slightly larger than those of 
cypellocarpa. Its white flowers are seen in winter. The 
seed capsules are carried on a conspicuously-flattened 
peduncle and are barrel- or cup-shaped, and are 
sometimes ribbed longitudinally; they measure 8-11 mm 
wide. 

The Anglesea Grey-gum is one of our most interesting 
gumtrees, and perhaps our only endemic Eucalyptus 
species— the Bellarine Yellow Gum is another endemic, 
but it is still classed as a sub-species. 

References; 

Brooker, M.I.H. & Kleinig, D.A. (2006) Field Guide to Eucalypts Vol. 1, 

3rd edn, Blooming Books, Melbourne. 

Costermans, Leon. (2009) Native Trees and Shrubs of South-eastern 
Australia, Reed New Holland, Sydney. 

MacDonald, Margaret (ed.) (2009) Flowers of Anglesea and Aireys Inlet, 
Inverted Logic, Melbourne. 

Nicolle, Dean (2006) Eucalypts of Victoria and Tasmania, Blooming 
Books, Melbourne. 
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GFNC excursion: Bambra 


...Deborah Evans 


O ur survey team assembled at the gate of Andrew 
Dorman’s Bambra property, then walked in across 
the paddock to the woodland where Andrew had a fire 
going in a cleared spot that he and his family use for 
camping over the summer. 

The property has been in Andrew’s family for three 
generations and the woodland was originally a resource 
for firewood, fence posts etc. Now that it is no longer 
needed as a working asset, Andrew is setting about 
restoring it, starting with fencing it off from stock and 
commencing some planting with Upper Barwon Landcare 
and Otway Greening along a clearing under the 
powerlines that cut through the woodland. As a child, 
Andrew remembers seeing koalas regularly, so Manna 



White-throated Treecreeper Photo: Tracey Hinton 


Gums are high on his priority for planting, starting along 
the edge of the powerline clearing, which was last cleared 
about 20 years ago when the powerlines were upgraded. 
Other plants under the powerlines include hakeas. Silver 
Banksias and she-oaks that will hopefully encourage the 
Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos to stop not just fly over. 

The woodland section we were in was fenced off from 
sheep about two months ago, and has not been burnt in at 
least 60 years. The other woodland section was burnt 
about 30 years ago and the Messmate trunks still show 
the blackened bark. 

Amongst the other wildlife that Andrew talked about 
seeing in the woodland included echidnas, which have 
declined from being abundant when he was younger. The 
blue-tongue lizards have also declined. Snakes have 
always been fairly rare, with Copperheads being the main 
ones seen. 

Still to be seen include Ringtail Possums who ‘nest’ near 
the campsite, bush bees, bats, often seen circling above 
the smoke of the campfire at dusk, and kangaroos (though 
no wallabies). The rabbits were reduced by the calicivirus 
but are starting to return, and foxes are present. 

After Andrew had headed off to work, we proceeded at our 
usual field nats pace, recording plants and birds and 
arguing over identification. Lists were made at lunchtime, 
with samples checked against the reference books. We 
took a different route back into the woodland after lunch, 
checking out orchids and the section of Manna Gums, 
returning home along the cleared property fenceline which 
overlooked a neighbouring property with a small herd of 
black horses and a large dam with grebes. The Wedgies 
that Andrew sees frequenting this spot failed to materialise 
for us, but we got an 
excellent look at a Pallid 
Cuckoo, sunning on a dead 
branch. 

Many thanks to Andrew for 
inviting us to spend the day 
there and for organising the 
campfire. It was an 
excellent day spent in a 
delightful patch of bush, 
and a wonderful start to 
spring. 


Brown-headed Honeyeater 

Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Common Bird-orchid 


Photo: Tracey Hinton 


Drosera whitiakeri 


Photo: Tracey Hinton 


Photo: Neil Mclnnes 


Photo: Neil Mclnnes 



Scorpion Photo: Bruce Lindsay Photo: Neil Mclnnes 
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Bird list 

compiied by Barry Lingham 

Common Name 

No. 

Australian Wood Duck 

4 

Australasian Grebe 

2 

Straw-necked Ibis 

12+ 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

2 

Crimson Rosella 

6 

Pallid Cuckoo 

2 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

2 

Laughing Kookaburra 

1 

White-throated Treecreeper 

3 

Superb Fairy-wren 

several 

White-browed Scrubwren 

2 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

3+ 

Brown Thornbill 

numerous 

Spotted Pardalote 

10+ 

Striated Pardalote 

1 

Eastern Spinebill 

2 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

numerous 

Red Wattlebird 

4 

Brown-headed Honeyeater 

several 

White-naped Honeyeater 

several 

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 

2 

Rufous Whistler 

1 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

several 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 + 

Australian Magpie 

several 

Pied Currawong 

4 

Grey Fantail 

6+ 

Willie Wagtail 

2 

Little Raven 

several 

Magpie-lark 

1 

Eastern Yellow Robin 

3 

Common Blackbird 

2 


Fauna 

Borers 

Mammals 

Click beetles 

Eastern Grey Kangaroos (and 

Black Beetles 

scats) 

Scorpion 

Echidna diggings 

wasp (probably a Sand Wasp 

Butterflies 

(spider hunter)) 

Painted Lady 

Spider webs under bark 

Australian Admiral/Yellow 

Ants’ nest holes 

Admiral 

Reptiles 

Unidentified white butterfly 

Skink species 

Other invertebrates 

Southern Common Froglet 

Bush Tick (female) 

Slaters 

(heard at dam) 


Plant list 


Common name 

Scientific name 

Canopy 


Silver Wattle 

Acacia dealbata 

Black Wattle 

Acacia mearnsii 

Blackwood 

Acacia melanoxylon 

Mistletoe 

Amyema pendula subsp. pendula 

Brown Stringybark 

Eucalyptus baxteri 

Messmate 

Eucalyptus obliqua 

Narrow-leaved Peppermint 

Eucalyptus radiata 

Manna Gum 

Eucalyptus viminalis 

Understorey 


Golden Wattle 

Acacia pycnantha 

Prickly Moses 

Acacia verticillata 

Sweet Burs ah a 

Bursaria spinosa 

Cassinia 

Cassinia aculeata 

Prickly Coprosma 

Coprosma quadrifida 

Cherry Ballart 

Exocarpus cupressiformis 

Prickly T eatree 

Leptospermum continentale 

Tree Everlasting 

Ozothamnus ferruginous 

Grasses, sedges and ferns 


Maidenhair Fern 

Adiantum aethiopicum 

Thatched Saw-sedge 

Gahnia radula 

Bracken 

Pteridium esculentum 

Tussock grasses—at least 2 species 


Mosses 


Groundcovers, herbs and creepers 


Bidgee-widgee 

Acaena sp. 

Mayfly Orchid 

Acianthus caudatus 

Small twining creeper 

Billardiera sp. 

Pink Fingers 

Caladenia carnea 

Blue Squills 

Chamaescilla corymbosa 

Common Bird Orchid 

Chiloglottis valida 

Love Creeper 

Comesperma volubile 

Kidney Weed 

Dichondra repens 

Sundew 

Drosera sp. 

Scented Sundew 

Drosera whittakeri subsp aberrans 

Goodenia 

Goodenia sp. 

Yellow Stars 

Hypoxis vaginata 

Wood-sorrel 

Oxalis exilis 

Nodding Greenhood 

Pterostylis nutans 

Ivy-leaved Violet 

Viola hederacea 

Early Nancy 

Wurmbea dioica 

Environmental weeds 


*Sweet Pittosporum 

Pittosporum undulatum 

*Thistles 


*Capeweed 


*Blackberry 

Rubus fruticosus 

*Sweet Briar 

Rosa rubiginosa 

"several exotic grasses and flat weeds 




Photo: Neil Mclnnes 


Tick found at the base of a tree. Photo: Craig Morley 
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Out and about: holiday bits and pieces 


... Valda Dedman 


Newcastle, 5.00 a.m. 

Get up! Get up! Get up! Get up! Get up! It is very loud and 
high-pitched. I am on holiday and neither need nor want and 
alarm clock, but the bird is insistent and goes on and on and 
on and on with scarcely a break for more than half an hour. It 
is a Little Wattlebird and it is in the banksia tree beside our 
caravan. It is still dark, there is only a sliver of a moon. Why 
does it call like this every morning? Sometimes it moves 
around, so it may be a territorial thing. Little Wattlebirds are 
the commonest bird around and feed on the banksias by day 
when they are more likely to make their more raucous 
noises, far less guttural than those of the Red Wattlebird. 
Charles Belcher (1914) found the call disagreeable and 
wrote ‘Gould says that the blacks named this bird “Goo-gwar 
-ruck” because they thought it sounded like a man in the 
throes of sickness. However, the bird appears to rejoice in 
the effort.’ {Birds of the District of Geelong Australia, p. 153). 

Ulladulla, 9 p.m. 

Mopoke, mopoke, mopoke. Sometimes it is distant, 
sometimes in the tree right outside the caravan. It's the 
Southern Boobook doing its round and it is a haunting sound 
I love to hear. But what is this? Mopoke, poke, poke, poke, 
poke, poke, poke, poke, poke, poke, poke. A rapid, almost 
excited cry. It is the call between mated birds. There can be 
many variations—low and tremulous, high and clear, or a 
deep, vibrating 'quorr-quorr' and a high, tremulous 
descending whistle. The pair may be calling back and forth. 
Near the nest they can sound more like a cat, with a 
'brrrwow'. On rare occasions a Boobook can be quite 
operatic with a high-pitched falsetto 'yo-yo-yo-yo'. 

The glory of the gold 

Coming over the ranges from Lakes Entrance to Canberra, 
by the slower, less travelled and more scenic route along the 
Bonang Highway, it was not the rainforest or the ferns that 
took our breath away, but the hillsides of wattles glowing in 
the sunlight. Silver Wattle Acacia dealbata in full bloom. 

A different heath 

It is growing at the top of the dune behind our caravan at 
Stockton Beach, Newcastle and also grows in heathland and 
open forest on sandstone. It is a heath not found in Victoria; 
it grows north from Pigeon House Mountain to southeast 



Queensland. It is Woollsia pungens, a monotypic Australian 
genus. 

It was described in 1797 by the Spanish botanist A.J. 
Cavanilles, using a specimen from Port Jackson, collected 
by Luis Nee, botanist to the Spanish expedition of 
Malaspina, which visited Port Jackson and Botany Bay in 
1793 and collected more than 1000 specimens. It was 
originally called Epacris pungens, then in 1810 it was 
renamed Lysinema by Robert Brown and finally in 1875 
given its own genus, Woollsia by Ferdinand Mueller in 
honour of the Rev. William Woolls (1814-93) of Parramatta, 
schoolteacher, botanist and frequent correspondent of 
Mueller, to whom he wrote more than 1000 letters. Woolls 
was known for his promotion of Australian botany. He gave 
popular lectures, wrote to local newspapers, advised on 
horticultural and agricultural sections of colonial exhibitions. 
He contributed to the Victorian Naturalist, was made a 
member of the Linnaean Society and in 1871 he received a 
PhD from Gottingen University for a dissertation on the 
botany of the Parramatta region. 

Pungens refers to the sharp and stiffly pointed tips on the 6- 
12 mm long leaves crowded along the stem. The flowers are 
sessile, with long corollas; they are usually white to cream 
and encircle the stem near its end. It is sometimes called 
Snow Wreath, although flowers are occasionally red or pink. 

It is winter and spring flowering. 

Botanic gardens 

The Hunter Region Botanic Gardens are very new and much 
larger than Geelong's Botanic Gardens. They were opened 
in 1985 and cover 133.46 hectares and include areas of 
natural bushland. They were designed, developed and are 
managed by a non-profit public company of volunteers. They 
have won a number of environmental and 'significant 
attraction' awards. Their special collections comprise 
grevilleas, succulents, palms and rainforest plants. The 
natural bushland includes mature stands of blackbutt, 
angophoras and swamp mahogany. There are also plenty of 
birds and we saw one of their almost tame wallabies. Thirty 
hectares are laid out in themed areas, including bushtucker 
and rare and endangered plants, linked by walking tracks. 
The formal gardens are constantly growing as new displays 
are developed for recreational, educational and scientific 
purposes. The HRBG emblem is the Burrawang Palm 
Macrozamia communis, a cycad which grows naturally in the 
gardens. Their Gardens' newsletter is called Burrawang. 

The most striking plant for us was the Gymea Lily 
Doryanthes excelsa with its five metre tall bright red 
flowering spike rising out of a cluster of two metre long spear 
-shaped leaves {doryanthes Gk = spear-flower). This 
unusual lily is indigenous to the Sydney basin, from Mount 
Keira near Wollongong to Karuah, north of Newcastle. 

Geelong Botanic Gardens were established in 1851 and are 
the fourth oldest in Australia. They cover seven hectares, are 
owned by the City of Greater Geelong and have a paid staff 
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Gymea Lily flowerhead 


of 11 and 80 volunteers. The Friends of Geelong Botanic 
Gardens were founded in 1985 as a not-for-profit community 
organisation to support the Geelong Botanic Gardens. The 
Friends run a wide variety of programs and have developed 
information brochures on the birds, frogs and dragonflies of 
the GBG. A school holiday program called ‘Up in the air’ 
includes the butterflies. Jenny Possingham is developing a 
poster to help identify them. GBG is a local butterfly 
‘hotspot’. The Friends' quarterly newsletter is entitled 
Jubaea, also the name of the heritage Chilean Wine Palm 
Jubaea chilensis, planted in the gardens about 1869. 

Tall paperbarks 

On our way to the Hunter Region Botanic Gardens we came 
upon a forest standing in a swamp. It was a dense stand of 
Melaleuca quinquenervia, the Broad-leaved Paperbark. The 
trees grew tall and straight, topped with leafy heads. Their 
white trunks were smooth like gum trees, but very papery at 
their bases, which stood in water. The multi-leaved 'paper' 
could be easily pulled off. Quinquenervia refers to the pattern 
of five parallel veins in the leaves, which are said to be 
aromatic if crushed. If you hold one up to the light, the shiny 
oil glands are clearly visible. The flowers are attractive white 
bottlebrushes with long stamens. This paperbark grows 
naturally in swamps and at the edges of watercourses in 
NSW and Queensland and also New Guinea and is very 
common, widely cultivated and not considered to be a 
problem. It can tolerate flooding and a fluctuating water table 
and is salt-tolerant. 

It has been planted widely overseas, and has become 
naturalised in many areas, where it is now regarded as a 
weed species. Melaleuca quinquenervia was introduced to 
the Florida Everglades in 1886 as an ornamental plant and 
as a forestry crop, and later to reduce soil moisture so that 
housing and industrial development could a place. However, 
as so often happens with exotic introductions, the plants 
have multiplied out of control and paperbark forests have 
invaded about 610 000 ha of southern Florida. These trees 
produce massive amounts of seed, about 2650 seeds per 
gram, and can be very long-lived. 


A three-pronged biocontrol attack has been initiated to 
prevent the further spread of the environmental pest. The 
midge Lophodiplosis trifida initiates stem galls that impede 
plant growth and kill young paperbark trees. Together with 
the introduction of a sap-sucking psyllid Boreioglycaspis 
melaleuca and a leaf-chewing weevil Oxyops vitiosa (all 
three insects host-specific to M. quinquenerva), it is hoped to 
inflict considerable damage on the invasive melaleuca. 

And a little bit more ... 

It seemed a pity not to share with you these spider stories, 
which predate my recent holiday. 

Spiders take to ballooning 

Craig Morley and David Tytherleigh were meant to be 
concentrating on the waders in the Connewarre Big Swamp 
when spiders started falling out of the sky, tiny things each 
attached to a long silken thread. David photographed one on 
Craig's shirt and I was asked to identify it. Hmm. I think from 
its shape and markings that it was a water spider, Dolomede 
australianus, sometimes called a Nursery Web Spider. The 
females usually carry their egg sacs around until they are 
ready to hatch, then put 
them in a nursery web 
among the grasses. When 
they have hatched and 
moulted once, they 
disperse, sometimes by 
ballooning. They have 
been found at the tops of 
trees! Dolomedes can 
walk and run on water 
because of the fine hairs 
on their tarsi, which trap 
air and act as tiny water 
buoys. They can dive and stay underwater for long periods, 
surviving on air bubbles trapped in the hairs surrounding 
their book-lungs. And do you know, some people keep them 
as pets! 

The spider on the toilet seat 

It was handed to me wrapped in toilet paper and inside a 
paper bag. Bill Honey found it at Balyang Sanctuary, a 
sanctuary for all kinds of wildlife, it seems. It was a Badge 
Huntsman Neosparassus punctatus. The badge is on its 
belly and it has white 
eyebrows and spotty legs. 

It is not flattened like most 
huntsmen and walks high 
on the tips of its toes, but it 
does have a tendency to 
'sulk', crouching curled up, 
which makes it difficult to 
photograph. Like other 
huntsmen, these ones 
usually live under bark or 

in crevices. ^ ■ 

Neosparassus punctatus showing 

badge on abdomen. 



Dolomedes spiderling 
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Fauna report 


...Trevor Pescott 


Mammals 


Platypus 

1 

22/09/13 

Buckley Falls, swimming downstream in the Barwon River 
near Red Gum Island bridge. 

AM 

Short-beaked Echidna 

1 

21/09/13 

Caspers-Yaugher, burnt area, photographed. 

GFNC 


1 

24/09/13 

Observed in Ironbark Basin. 

AM 

Common Wombat 

1 

04/08/13 

Road-killed, Bacchus Marsh-Toolern Vale Road at Lake 

MHe, DHe 

(Note: these two sites are on the 



Merrimu. There is woodland on one side of the road at this 


edge of 'our' area, but they are 



point, and paddocks with scattered trees on the other side. 


as close to Geelong that 

1 

12/09/13 

Road-killed, Ballan-Daylesford Road near Hocking Road, not 

LPh 

wombats now occur.) 



far from Korweinguboora Reservoir, with Wombat State 

Forest opposite. 


Koala 


13/07/13 

Meredith, near Whinray Road, heard grunting. 

WCo 


1 

09/09/13 

Found in the Lara Railway Station; collected by Donna, a 
wildlife carer, checked by a vet and subsequently released at 
the You Yangs on 13/09/13. 

EWt 


2 

22/09/13 

You Yangs, mother and 18-months old, independent 
daughter, in the same tree. (Note: the ongoing study of 

Koalas at the YouYangs enables trained observers to identify 
individuals.) 

EWt 

Common Brushtail Possum 

1 

11/06/13 

Slate Quarry Road, Meredith. Moved off the road as car 
approached. 

WCo 


1 

27/08/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith; sitting low in the fork of a gumtree, 
in a garden surrounded by paddocks and windbreak. 

WCo 


1 

31/08/13 

Moriac, road-killed on west edge of town. 

TP 



01/09/13- 

You Yangs, individuals observed regularly during 

EWt 



22/09/13 

September. 


Common Ringtail Possum 


01/09/1 

You Yangs, observed again 04/09/13. 

EWt 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo 

30- 

25/08/13 

Bacchus Marsh, lying down or standing in paddock beside 

Birdlife 


40 


Lake Merrimu. 

Ballarat, 

MHe, DHe 



6/09/13 

You Yangs, observed again 17/09/13 and 21/09/13. 

EWt 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby 

2 

31/07/13 

Brisbane Ranges, 9.30 a.m., hopped across Buckshot Track 
and a second, smaller individual, was seen at 11.00 a.m. on 
Furze Track in dense eucalypt regeneration. 

WCo, VG 


2 

08/08/13 

Whinray Road, Meredith, observed separately. 

WCo 


1 

18/08/13 

Eclipse Creek, Whinray Road, Meredith; hopped fast across 
cleared area into 8 year-old plantation that is now providing 
good shelter for wildlife. 

WCOK 


1 

27/08/13 

Serendip, observed; again on 16/09/13. 

EWt 



01/09/13- 

20/09/13 

Observed regularly at the You Yangs. 

EWt 


2-r 

21/09/13 

Caspers-Yaugher, burnt area, photographed. 

GFNC 


1 

22/09/13 

Standing beside Gum Flats Road, Anglesea Heath. 

JN 

Rat sp. 


24/09/13 

Ironbark Basin, a jawbone found in a pellet from a Powerful 
Owl. Analysis of predator scats and owl pellets is an 
important means of identifying local fauna. We have yet to 
identify the species in this pellet. 

AM 

Brown Hare 

1 

02/09/13 

Russells Bridge Road, running across the road just north of 
Ballarat Road. 

TP 

Southern Right Whale 

1 

11/08/13 

Observed off Bells Beach. 

MW 


2 

15/08/13 

Observed off Ocean Grove. 

MW 


Observers for mammal and herps reports: AM, Anthony Mitchell; DHe, Dean Hewish; EWt, Echidna Walkabout (Janine Duffy); 
GFNC club cameras; JN, John Newman; LPh, Lorraine Phelan; MHe, Marilyn Hewish; MW, Mandy Watson; TP, Trevor Pescott; VG, 
Vicki Grosser; WCo, Wendy Cook; WCOK Wendy, Colin, Owen and Kristen Cook. 
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Reptiles and amphibians (Herps) 


Marbled Gecko 

1 

20/09/13 

Belmont, a tiny individual disturbed from its sleeping-place on our 
north-facing veranda. 

TP 

Tree Dragon 

1 

26/08/13 

You Yangs, the first to be seen this spring. Others were noted at 

EWt 

(Jacky Lizard) 



the You Yangs on 1/09/13, 2/09/13 and 21/09/13. 


Eastern Bluetongue Lizard 

1 

03/09/13 

Photographed at Collendina. Another bluetongue (sp?) was seen 
about the same time at Thirteenth Beach. 

MG 

Stumpy-tail Lizard 

1 

03/09/13 

You Yangs, near Big Rock Track; it was being ‘mobbed by an 
Eastern Yellow Robin and White-naped Honeyeater. There have 
been three other sightings of Stumpy-tail, or Shingle-back, Lizards 
at the You Yangs in recent years. They are not native to this part 
of Victoria, so presumably have been released here. 

EWt 

Garden Skink 


30/08/13 

Meredith Education Area in the south Brisbane Ranges; several 
tiny individuals were seen on a warm, sunny day. 

TP/CC 

Common Frog let 


03/08/13 

Lerderderg River, Bacchus Marsh, heard calling. 

MHe, DHe 



04/08/13 

Djerriwarrh Creek, Long Forest, heard calling. 

MHe, DHe 



11/08/13 

Anakie Gorge, Brisbane Ranges, heard calling. 

MHe, DHe 



30/08/13 

Meredith Education Area, many heard calling and one found 
under a piece of fallen wood beside the creek. 

TP, CC 



19/09/13 

Fyansford, several calling from the roadside drain. 

TP 

Spotted Marsh Frog 

1 

16/09/13 

Buckley Falls, calling from the wetland at the end of Highett Rd. 

TP 


Book review 

Life in a Gaii, the Bioiogy and Ecoiogy of insects that Live in Piant Gaiis 

by Rosalind Blanche 

... Vaida Dedman 


T his is not a field guide, nor is it a 
scientific dissertation. As the author 
explains, it aims to reveal the interesting and 
sometimes surprising facts about Australian 
gall-inducing insects and the native plants 
that host them. And it is packed with facts— 
about the galls themselves, about the 
insects, about relationships, enemies, 
research. It is written in everyday English, 
with scientific terms included and explained. 

There is also a valuable glossary at the end, 
a bibliography and an index. It is not a long 
book, only 80 pages; it is a handy reference. 

The coloured illustrations are a useful 
addition to the text. 

A plant gall is any abnormal swelling of plant tissues that 
is formed in response to the presence of a gall-inducing 
agent. The plant builds the gall, not the agent, which can 
be from one of a number of different insect orders. This 
book tells us about their biology and varied lifestyles. 

There are sections on the enemies of gall-inducing 
insects, the problems they can cause and the role they 
can play in pollination (especially of figs) and in weed 
control. There is also a chapter devoted to the 
requirements for the study of gall-inducing insects by the 
ordinary person. This could even lead to the discovery of 
new species, as happened with a group of primary 
schoolchildren in Canberra. 

More than fifty per cent of Australian gall-inducing insects 
are found on eucalypts; many of the rest are on acacias or 


figs, so a vast array of potential hosts and 
environments from arid to wet tropics is 
available on our continent. In Europe and 
North America half of all galls occur on oaks, 
while in South America, Africa and India 
leguminous plants are most often attacked. 

I discovered many unusual and unexpected 
things. For example. Swift Parrots, when 
they are on the Australian mainland, rely on 
gall-inducing psyllids (together with psyllids 
that live under lerps) for about half their 
dietary needs. 

Galls could be such a specialised subject 
that few people would bother to read a whole book about 
them. Rosalind Blanche makes them so interesting that I 
wanted to go out and look for abnormalities on every leaf 
and stem I could find. 

Rosalind Blanche wrote her PhD thesis on the ecology of 
gall-inducing insects on plants, graduating from Macquarie 
University in 1996. She is therefore an authority on galls, 
yet writes for the ordinary reader. Life in a Ga//contains a 
wealth of knowledge and detail. Complex becomes 
accessible in this little book. I recommend it as an easy 
and fascinating read. The book has recently been added 
to the GFNC library. It is also available as an e-Book. 

Life in a Gaii, the Bioiogy and Ecoiogy of insects that 
iive in Piant Gaiis, by Rosalind Blanche. CSIRO 
Publishing, 2012. $29.95 
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Meredith Education Area fauna search 
30 August-08 September 2013 

GPS 55247001E 5806388N altitude 272m 

All trapping undertaken in accordance with DSE permit 10006519 and WSIAEC permit 27.12 

...Trevor Pescott 


Site 

The Meredith Education Area lies to the north of the 
Meredith-Steiglitz Road about 4.5 km from Meredith, at the 
southern end of the Brisbane Ranges. Covering 236 ha, it 
is managed by Parks Victoria. Education Areas were set 
out in the Land Conservation Council Final 
Recommendations for the Melbourne Study Area (1977) 
as, ‘relatively undisturbed land (to be) set aside 
specifically for educational use.’ 

A vehicle access road, rough and very steep in places, 
connects the Meredith-Steiglitz Road with Possum Road, 
servicing some private property adjacent to the public 
land. 

The dry, elevated land has a messmate-stringybark 
woodland with little understorey or ground-cover 
vegetation, while in the damp depressions and gullies, 
there is a rather sparse cover of tussock-grass and some 
sedges. 

Weather 

It was sunny and warm when we installed the cameras; 
however, light rain fell when we were setting the traps. 
Otherwise the weather was mild to cool throughout the 
trapping time. 

Elliott traps 

On 05/09/13 a total of 50 small Elliott traps were set in two 
meandering lines. They were baited with a mix of peanut 
butter, golden syrup and oatmeal, a handful of Dacron 
filling was placed in each trap for bedding, and the traps 
were put in plastic covers to keep them dry in the event of 
rain. 

Traps E1-E10 were set across a dry, open woodland well 
above the Moorabool River, among Poa tussocks, small 
shrubs and fallen branches. 

Traps El 1-E50 were set among Poa tussocks and dense 
saw-sedge {Gahnia sp.) along a narrow creek between the 
vehicle access road and the Moorabool River, a distance 
of about 400 m. There were some pathways under the 
saw-sedge, suggesting the presence of small mammals. 

Results 

Traps E1-E10: nil. 

Traps El 1-E50: 06/09/13 Agile Antechinus A. Agilis in 

E28, a female with a well-defined pouch area, but no 
development of nipples and no pouch young. 

07/09/13 Agile Antechinus in E26, a 
female as above had died in the trap. There was no 
indication of the cause of death although she had a 
large tick in one side of her body, and her fur appeared 
to be slightly muddy as though she had been in water. 


This is the first fatality we have had in at least the last 6 
years. 

Black Rat R. rattus. 2 caught, in traps E24 and E29 
respectively. 

08/09/13 Nil. 

Cameras 

The Club’s three cameras were set on 30/08/13, focused 
on bait-cages attached to the trunks of large, hollow¬ 
bearing trees, along the creek downstream from the 
vehicle track. Both cameras and bait were approximately 
1.5 m above the ground. They were collected on 08/09/13. 
Colin Cook (Friends of the Brisbane Ranges) set five more 
cameras in much the same area, but focused on bait at 
ground level. 

Results 

Camera 1: failed to fire. A connecting wire, between the 
sensor and camera, had come loose so although the 
sensor worked the camera did not respond to it. This 
has now been repaired. 

Camera 2: 25 photographs—Common Brushtail Possum 
(12 photos). Black Rat (4), unidentified (1), misfires (8). 
Camera 3: 55 photographs—Common Brushtail Possum 
(25), Black Rat (8), Black Wallaby (2), misfires (20). 
(The ‘misfires’ may be caused during set-up or close, or 
they can be caused by background movement of 
vegetation or even falling leaves.) Colin Cook’s cameras 
recorded Short-beaked Echidna, Agile Antechinus, 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo, Black (Swamp) Wallaby including 
female with young, and Black Rat. 

Mammals 

Short-beaked Echidna: Photographs on one of Colin 
Cook’s cameras; there were extensive fresh and old 
diggings, and part of a skeleton was found in the creek. 
Agile Antechinus: Two caught and photographs taken by 
Colin Cook. 

Koala: None seen; however, a skull was found along the 
creek. 

Common Brushtail Possum: Photographs taken on two 
cameras. 

Eastern Grey Kangaroo: Photographed; extensive 
macropod scats suggest they also graze along the 
creek. 

Black (Swamp) Wallaby: Photographed and observed; 

extensive scats suggest they graze along the creek. 
Black Rat: Two trapped, and photographed on several 
cameras. That they are adept climbers is apparent 
from the photographs; little wonder that they are 
acknowledged as major predators on birds’ nests and 
perhaps small arboreal mammals. 
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Red Fox: There was a faint scent of a fox at one point 
along the creek, but none was sighted and no scats 
observed. 


Birds 

No systematic birdlists were taken; however, the following 
species were noted: 


Common Bronzewing 

Striated Pardalote 

Brown Goshawk 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

Galah 

Yellow-tufted Honeyeater 

Corella sp. 

Red Wattlebird 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 

White-naped Honeyeater 

Crimson Rosella 

Golden Whistler 

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 

Australian Magpie 

Laughing Kookaburra 

Grey Currawong 

White-throated Treecreeper 

Grey Fantail 

Superb Fairy-wren 

Raven sp. 

Buff-rumped Thornbill 

Red-browed Finch 

Brown Thornbill 



Reptiles 

Garden Skink L guichenoti: Several small individuals were 
seen on 30/08/13 and again on 08/09/13, but otherwise it 
was too cool for reptile activity. 


Amphibians 

Common Froglet: Many were calling from the vegetation 
along the creek, and one was found under a piece of 
wood on the ground. 

Southern Brown Tree Frog: One was heard calling. 

Other fauna 

Australian Painted Lady Butterfly: Many butterflies were 
active, particularly on 30/08/13, but only one was 
positively identified. 

References 

Land Conservation Council (1977) Final 
Recommendations. Melbourne Study Area, LCC, 
Melbourne. 

Thanks 

Our sincere thanks to Parks Victoria for permission to trap 
in the Meredith Education Area. 

Thanks to Chrissy Freestone and Tracey Flinton for 
assisting in checking and collecting the traps. 

To Colin Cook, special thanks for undertaking a lot of the 
heavy work in carrying the traps when setting and 
collecting them. 


Next fauna survey 

It has been suggested that we undertake a fauna survey 
at the site of the September general excursion i.e. 
Andrew Dorman’s property at Bambra. 

Since we were not able to do the Peter’s Flill survey in 
August, this seems a good alternative as it is in the 
same general vicinity. So the details are as follows: 

Thursday 10 October: Meet on site at 1.00 p.m. to set 
the traps. 

Friday 11, Saturday 12: Meet on site at 8.00 a.m. to 
check the traps and do some other search for 
reptiles. 

Sunday 13 October: Meet at 8.00 a.m. to collect the 
equipment. 

The weather should be warm enough for us to set the 
harp traps as well as the funnels, so we can expect a 
wider range of animals than from the Elliotts alone. 

We should also have the cameras on site. 

Site: 80 Fords Outlet Road. Fords Outlet Road runs left 
off the Winchelsea-Deans Marsh Road, and the gate is 
the first on the right ( VicRoads 92 G7). 


Challenge Bird Counts 2013 

Time rolls on and once more it’s time to extend a warm 
invitation for you to join in the fun and thrills of these great 
birding adventures. The annual bird counts certainly offer 
a wonderful way to learn more about birds, birding and the 
local ‘spots’ and all while observing over 100 species in a 
day. Join for a full day until 6 to 7 p.m. or join for some of 
the day. 

Sunday 1 December 2013 Beiiarine Peninsuia route. 

Start Pt Addis car park 6 a.m. Leader Barry Lingham. 
Saturday 7 December 2013 Brisbane Ranges route. 

Start Steiglitz Courthouse car park 6 a.m. Leader Craig 
Morley. 

Please contact Barry and/or Craig and express your 
interest. 


Orange-bellied Parrot Surveys 

Once more a big and generous thank you to all those who 
participated in the September OBP surveys. Alas no OBPs 
were found on the Beiiarine Peninsula. A low number has 
been observed again recently at Werribee. 

A more detailed report on the 2013 surveys will appear in 
the November Geelong Naturalist Craig Morley 
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Butterfly report 


... Valda Dedman 


S unny periods in winter and early spring have meant 
an early return of our butterflies. This year the 
Cabbage Whites were absent for only about a month. The 
migratory Painted Ladies came back ten days earlier than 
last year and they are everywhere. The Yellow Admirals 
have joined them. Caper Whites have started their strange 
southerly migration; we do not usually have records before 
October. We have also some surprising behaviours. 

Trevor Pescott’s account is here in full: 

Monday 9 September 2013 was a hot (24 V), windy spring 
day. Late in the afternoon it clouded over, increasing the 
humidity. At about 5.30 p.m. I was in my Belmont garden 
which was somewhat protected from the wind, and I 
noticed at least four butterflies chasing one another at a 
remarkable pace. Occasionally they would meet to form a 
tight circle, and spiral up, only to break off and continue 
the madcap chase. I couldn't identify them as to species, 
except that I thought them to be Vanessa species—the 
light was dull and they were moving too fast. Suddenly 
one stopped, perched with wings spread—yes, definitely 
an Australian Painted Lady. Then it was off again. I 


continued to watch them and I got the impression of dark 
brown-and-yellow wings in at least one of the four. 
Suddenly it, too, perched and there was no doubt—it was 
a Yellow Admiral. As I watched they went higher than 
before, were caught by the wind as it blew over the house 
roof, and they were gone. I had watched them for about 15 
minutes and only twice did I see one land. I have no idea 
what it was all about but it was an incredible thing to see. 

Butterflies have again been feeding on wattle sap. This 
may not be as unusual as we once thought. 

There is also the strange case of our Monarchs. To find 
them so far south in the middle of July, and then again in 
August and September would seem to indicate that they 
have overwintered in the Geelong area. 

Recorders: CM, Craig Morley; DH, Dean Newish; DT, David Tytherleigh; 
GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HP, Hugo Phillips; JD, Jeff Dagg; JN, John 
Newman; JP, Jenny Possingham; KN, Kate Newman; MHe, Marilyn 
Newish; PK, Penne Kwiat; TF, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott; VWD, 
Valda Dedman. 


Imperial Jezebel 

8/09/13 

You Yangs, 2 in morning. 

JN 

Spotted Jezebel 

1/09/13 

Pt Lonsdale lighthouse, 1 circling lighthouse several times over 2 hours from 2 p.m. 

JN 


8/09/13 

You Yangs, 1 in morning. 

JN 


24/09/13 

Track into Kirk Point, 2 seen separately 

TF 

Caper White 

1/09/13 

Pt Lonsdale lighthouse, 6 actively flying around in SW breeze, eastern side of lighthouse in 
morning, first for season. 

DT 


24/09/13 

Highton, Vaucluse Rise, 1 in garden, full sun, 12.30 p.m. 

JN 

Cabbage White 

23/06/13 

Eastern Park, flew to top of tree, then over grass. 

VWD 


28/06/13 

Lerderderg River, 2 km east of Bacchus Marsh, 2, sunny, warm day. 

MHe 


01/08/13 

Princes Hwy, Werribee, 1 near Werribee Zoo, 2 on road verge Werribee, 3 market gardens, in 
afternoon. First for season. 

JN 


24/08/13 

Barwon Heads Rd, opp. entrance to 13th Beach golf course. 1 flying, then settling on yellow 
flowers on roadside verge, in morning. 

DT 


27/08/13 

McKellar Centre Geelong, 1 in afternoon. 

DT 


25/08/13 

Long Forest Long Point Track, 1. 

DH 


30/08/13 

Highton and North Geelong, 12+ seen while driving bright sun, 12-12.45 p.m. 

JN 


31/08/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, 2 in morning. 

DT 


08/09/13 

You Yangs, 3 or 4 in morning. 

JN 


24/09/13 

Kirk Point, very common everywhere 

TF 

Australian Painted Lady 

31/08/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, 5, first for season, in morning. 

DT 


1/09/13 

Pt Lonsdale lighthouse, feeding small numbers on white-flowering shrubs along path leading 
to lighthouse. 

DT 


1/09/13 

Highton, 6-i- scattered over suburban streets. 

JN 


1/09/13 

Pt Lonsdale lighthouse, 12-i- feeding on flowering Coast Beard Heath. 

JN 


8/09/13 

You Yangs, 5 or 6 in morning. 

JN 


9/09/13 

Belmont, 4 chasing each other rapidly, sometimes tight circle, then spiral. Windy, cloudy, 
about 5.30 p.m. 

TP 


22/09/13 

Harrison Track North, Gum Flat area, 1 at noon in full sun. 

JN 


24/09/13 

Highton, Vaucluse Rise, 1 in garden, full sun, 12.30 p.m. 

JN 


24/09/13 

Kirk Point, numerous on wild canola/mustard weed. 

TF 


24/09/13 

Lake Victoria, many. 

PK 

Yellow Admiral 

28/08/13 

Highton, 1 fresh specimen in suburban back yard, photo. 

KN 


1/09/13 

Highton, 2 singles in street, sunny, 12 noon. 

JN 


1/09/13 

Pt Lonsdale lighthouse, 1 around shrubs at rocks at lighthouse, 2.30 p.m. 

JN 


8/09/13 

Highton, 1. 

JP 


9/09/13 

Belmont, 1 with Painted Ladies, flying etc. 

TP 


15/09/13 

Inverleigh Common, 3 drinking from sap weeping from almost dead wattle. 

TF, GMc, HP 


22/09/13 

Harrison track North, Gum Flat area, 1 at noon in full sun. 

JN 


22/09/13 

Verner St, East Geelong, 1 feeding on white citrus flowers in afternoon. 

DT 


24/09/13 

Lake Victoria, many 

PK 

Monarch 

15/07/13 

Eastern Park, Geelong, 1 flying tree height SW-NW, a mid-winter record p.m. 

CM, DT 


26/08/13 

Geelong Botanic Gardens, 1 feeding on yellow-flowered plants, morning, photographed. 

DT 


15/09/13 

Swan Bay, northern shore, 1 flying low, west-east, in morning. 

DT, CM, JD 
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Monarch Butterfly, Geelong Botanic Garden. Photo: David Tytherleigh Caspian Tern 


Photo: David Tytherleigh 


Bird observations 
September 2013 

...John Newman & Barry Lingham 


S eptember has proved a month of great variety of local 
birds again, reinforcing what an exciting time Spring is 
for birders. Another Sooty Albatross record from Pt 
Lonsdale lighthouse was an unexpected record supporting 
the value of this site for land-based sea bird watching. 
Australasian Bitterns were detected on a night time 
listening exercise at Reedy Lake this month, and White- 
bellied Sea-Eagle sightings have been more regular. Local 
breeding has occurred in recent years and hopefully will 
continue. More Spotted Harrier sightings continue to widen 
the local range of these unusual raptors. More waders 
have now arrived with plenty of variety being recorded on 
local beaches and estuaries, including the locally rare 
Sanderling. Tasmanian migrants in the form of Swift 


Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Magpie Goose 

52+ 

06/09 

Moolap, Moolap Station Rd. Feeding in grassy paddock in Gateway Church property, S 
of Bellarine Hwy. 

DE, PC, LCI, 
CMo, RGa 


16 

16/09 

Moolap, Moolap Station Rd. In paddock S of Bellarine Hwy. 

CF 

Freckied Duck 

100+ 

18/09 

McLeod's Waterholes, South hole. Roosting low in flooded willows. 

GMc 

Biack Swan 

7 

8/09 

Jerringot. Ads with 5 young. 

DTy 

Pink-eared Duck 

1 + 

17/08 

Geelong, Fenwick St/Little Malop St cnr. Call hd OH. 7.30 p.m. 

CMo 


1 + 

6/09 

Geelong East, Kernot St/Gurr St cnr. Call hd OH. 7.30 p.m. 

CMo 


few 

20/09 

Newtown. Heard flying NE overhead at 10.40 p.m. 

RGa 


P 

19/09 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. Call hd OH; 11.15 p.m. and 11.45 p.m. 

CMo 

Sooty Aibatross 

1 

30/08 

Pt Lonsdale, from lighthouse. Travelling E to W. Good views for positive id. 

TL 

Austraiasian Bittern 

1 

14/09 

Reedy Lake. Hd calling twice SW of OHallorans Rd. 

TFI, GMc, HP 


1 + 

14/09 

Reedy Lake, Moolap Station Rd entrance. One or more birds called 3 times from 
different places btw 5.45-7.15 p.m. 

JN, JDg, DR 

White-necked Heron 

4 

8/09 

Connewarre, S of Barwon Heads airport. Together in paddock. 

BL, BML 

Nankeen Night-Heron 

P 

14/09 

Reedy Lake, O’Hallorans Rd. 

TFI, GMc, HP 

White-beiiied Sea-Eagie 

1 

25/08 

Long Forest, Long Point Tk. Ad flew N toward L Merrimu. On Birdlife Ballarat outing. 

MHe, DHe 


1 

13/09 

Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. Imm over centre of wetland. 

OBP 


1 

15/09 

Swan Bay, Anderson Rd. Offshore. Imm. Heavy moult of R primaries and L 
secondaries. 

OBP 


1 

16/09 

Swan Bay, Duck Island. Offshore. Imm perched on channel marker. Occasionally 
harassed by ad Pacific Gull which eagle may have displaced to take perch. Slightly 
older bird than imm seen from Anderson Rd; 15/09. 

OBP 

Whistiing Kite 

2 

12/09 

Herne Hill, McCurdy Rd. Nesting on crane gantry at old Cement Works. 

per CMo, DTy 

Coiiared Sparrowhawk 

3 

2/09 

Ocean Grove NR. All 3 circling 0/H. Photographed. 

BML 

Grey Goshawk 

1 

23/09 

Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate. Bird flew E pursued by 8 Little Ravens 

TFI 

Spotted Harrier 

1 

12/09 

Buckley. Bird photographed flying low over paddocks. 

per LCI 


2 

29/08 

Karaaf Wetlands. Male and larger female. 

AHn 

Swamp Harrier 

19 

13/09 

Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd, inci at least 5 in display flights of exaggerated flapping 
and gliding; Also very pale M, Moolap Stn Rd. 

OBP 

Wedge-taiied Eagie 

1 

26/08 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. Flying W into strong WNW wind. 

CMo 


2 

2/09 

Ocean Grove NR. Noted at a large nest in Yellow Gums, several 100 m west of the 
OGNR boundary. One bird sitting at nest and other bird standing at side of nest. 

BML, BL 
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Parrots and the yellow-spotted form of Striated Pardalote 
were busily feeding at the You Yangs prior to their 
southward crossing of Bass Strait. The Gum Flat area 
near Anglesea proved fruitful including the elusive 
Beautiful Firetail and nesting Varied Sitellas that appeared 
to include the NW Victorian form. 

Observers: AHn, Angus Hartshorn; BL, Barry Lingham; BML, Bernie 
Lingham; CF, Colin Foreman; CFr, Chrissie Freestone; CMo, Craig 
Morley; DBo, David Boyle; DE, Deborah Evans; DHe, Dean Newish; DR, 
David Rantall; DTy, David Tytherleigh; EM, Elizabeth Macpherson; GGt, 
Geoff Gates; GMc, Gordon McCarthy; HP, Hugo Philipps; JCrr, Jenny 
Carr; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, John Newman; LCI, Lynne Clarke; MHe, 
Marilyn Newish; OBP, Orange-bellied Parrot Count team; PC, Polly 
Cutcliffe; PKw, Penne Kwiat; RGa, Rob Ganly; TFI, Tom Fletcher; TL, 
Trevor Lumb. 











Species 

No. 

Date 

Comment 

Observers 

Little Eagle 

1 

9/09 

You Yangs, over Big Rock area. 

BL, BML 

Nankeen Kestrel 

1 

23/09 

Ocean Grove, Woodlands Estate. Bird flew N pursued by 10 Noisy Miners 

TFI 

Black Falcon 

1 

9/09 

You Yangs, nr Info Centre. Flying quickly N just above treetop level. 

BL, BML 


1 

8/09 

You Yangs. Circling low over Eastern paddock, then drifted to S. 

JN 

Peregrine Falcon 

2 

7/09 

Pt Henry, cnr Windmill and Pt Henry Rds. Perched on power pylon. 

DTy 

Pacific Golden Plover 

17 

25/09 

Blue Rocks. Some in partial breeding plumage. 

PKw 

Hooded Plover 

2 

24/09 

Pt Impossible, 500m W of Carpark. With a Sanderling. 

GGt 

Banded Lapwing 

3 

25/08 

L Merrimu. In paddock. Not seen here before during 30 years of visiting site. Also 
on 16/9. 

MHe, DHe 

Masked Lapwing 

6 

15/09 

East Geelong cemetery. Pr with 4 small runners. 

EM 


5 

14/09 

Highton, Pinecrest Av. Pr with 3 tiny runners. 

DE 


4 

11/09 

Newcomb, Pr with 2 runners on school oval. Nest was on roof of school building. 

BL 

Latham's Snipe 

P 

14/09 

Reedy Lake. Spring return. 

TFI, GMc, HP 

Eastern Curlew 

5 

29/08 

Barwon Estuary. Spring return. 

PKw 

Ruddy Turnstone 

1 

28/08 

Breamlea, beach nr rocks E of 47W. With 3 Hooded Plovers 

GGt 


1 

19/09 

Pt Roadknight, at tip of the point. Not seen here before by observer. Blue leg flag. 

GGt 

Sanderling 

1 

24/09 

Pt Impossible, 500m W of carpark. Orange leg flag (ZL).plus yellow band. With 2 
Hooded Plovers. 

GGt 

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper 

10+ 

24/09 

Blue Rocks. Spring returns. 

JCrr 

Curlew Sandpiper 

few 

23/09 

Barwon Estuary. Spring returns. 

PKw 

Painted Button-quail 

1 

8/09 

You Yangs, Info Centre area. Female calling and seen making platelets. 

JN 

Caspian Tern 

2 

16/09 

L Merrimu. Unusual here. On Latrobe Valley FNC outing. 

MHe, DHe 

Whiskered Tern 

4 

13/09 

Reedy Lake, Fitzgeralds Rd. hawking about over centre of reed bed. Spring return. 

OBP 

Gang-gang Cockatoo 

21 

4/09 

Balyang Sanctuary. 4 small flocks, one group in conifers, others flying E. 

AHn 


20+ 

15/09 

Highton, Nth Valley Rd. 5:00 p.m. Large number. Flew from SW to NE 

LCI 


26+ 

20/09 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. Flock (26) in gum tree (others hd). 

CMo 


18 

3/09 

Newtown, Fairmont Rd. Also 14 on 17/9. 

CMo 

Black-hooded Parakeet* 

1 

17/09 

Wallington, Bawtree Rd. Dead bird. Escapee 

per BL 

Swift Parrot 

6 

8/09 

You Yangs, Info Centre area. In flowering Yellow Gums. Noisy and active. Late 
season record. 

JN 

Blue-winged Parrot 

2+ 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. Prs investigating hollows. 

JN 


1 

12/09 

East Geelong, Cnr Swanston and Kilgour Sts. Dead bird, possibly hit power lines. 

TL 


30 

3/09 

Torquay, Coombes Rd. Perched in dead tree. 

TFI, GMc 

Pallid Cuckoo 

2 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. Ad feeding another pallid cuckoo which 
had rufousy nape and crown, presumably a male feeding a female pre breeding. 

JN 


1 

28/08 

Brisbane Ranges NP, Cook's Tk. Early return. 

AHn 


1 

1/09 

Wallington, Rhinds Rd. Hd calling almost daily in early September. 

CF 

Southern Boobook 

1 

5/09 

Bacchus Marsh, Grey St. Called in garden at night. 

MHe 

Sacred Kingfisher 

1 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. 

JN 

Satin Bowerbird 

1 

15/09 

Wensleydale. New bower constructed at site of old bower demolished earlier in 

season. 

JN 

Southern Emu-wren 

P 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. 

JN 

Rufous Bristlebird 

1 + 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. Calling 

JN 

Striated Fieldwren 

2 

23/09 

Edwards Point. Calling from saltmarsh. Stalked by Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo 

BL, BML 


P 

14/09 

Reedy Lake, O’Hallorans Rd. 

TFI, GMc, HP 

Speckled Warbler 

1 

16/09 

Long Forest, Long Point Tk. Singing. 

MHe 

Yellow-rumped Thornbill 

3+ 

15/09 

Bambra, Fords Outlet Rd GFNC Excursion. Nest with young in partially dead 
mistletoe. 3 or more adult birds tending nest and feeding young. 

per BML 

Spotted Pardalote 

many 

8/09 

You Yangs. Numerous in southern section of the park. 2 sites with birds entering 
burrows carrying nesting material. 

JN 

Striated Pardalote 

1 

25/08 

Long Forest, Long Point Tk. Ssp. ornatus. 

MHe, DHe 


many 

8/09 

You Yangs. Several flocks of 6+, all ssp. striatus (yellow spot). 

JN 

Yellow-faced Honeyeater 

5+ 

24/09 

Highton, Vaucluse Rise. Small groups passing OH over past 10 days. Absent rest 
of year. Probable migration. 

JN 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 

20+ 

23/09 

Edwards Point. Many heard in flowering Tea trees. 

BL, BML 


P 

14/09 

Reedy Lake, O’Hallorans Rd. 

TFI, GMc, HP 

New Holland Honeyeater 

6 

16/09 

Leopold, View Bay Dr. One leucistic bird with 5 others. Pure white, with yellow 
wings. Similar bird seen 5 yrs ago. 

DBo 

Black-chinned Honeyeater 

3+ 

8/09 

You Yangs, Info Centre area. (1) in flowering yellow Gums and 2+ along Branch Rd. 

JN 

Varied Sittella 

2 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. Pr with near-completed nest. Appeared to 
be ssp. pileata (Black-capped) normally found in NW Victoria. 

JN, BL, BML 

Golden Whistler 

1 

1/09 

Newtown, Craigie Rd. Male perched in tree for short period. Uncommon visitor. 

CFr 

Rufous Whistler 

1 

3/09 

Anglesea Heath, E end of Coalmine Rd. Spring return. 

AHn 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. 

JN 

Olive-backed Oriole 

1 + 

15/09 

Bambra, Fords Outlet Rd GFNC Excursion. Hd calling from roadside vegetation 

per BML 

Grey Butcherbird 

1 

5/09 

Jerringot. Bird sitting on nest, 4 m up small eucalypt beside path. 

JN 

Pied Currawong 

c20 

14/09 

Bacchus Marsh, town area. Build up of numbers over past few years. 

MHe, DHe 

Restless Flycatcher 

2 

9/09 

You Yangs, nr Info Centre. 

BL, BML 

Red-capped Robin 

1 

16/09 

Long Forest, Long Point Tk. Ad male, much admired by Latrobe Valley FNC 
visitors. 

MHe, DHe 

Flame Robin 

3 

25/08 

L Merrimu. Brown birds. On Birdlife Ballarat outing. 

MHe 


1 

8/09 

Ocean Grove NR, West Tk. Brown bird. Very late still be present here. 

BL, BML 


2 

9/09 

You Yangs. Nest 1.2 metres from ground in large fissure in bark of a Red Gum. F 
sitting on nest, M nearby. 

BL, BML 

Pink Robin 

1 

8/09 

Breakwater, Barwon R, Wal Whiteside Walk. Brown bird feeding and preening. 

DTy 

Australian Reed-Warbler 

2 

19/09 

Blue Waters L. Nest being built 16/9 and well formed by 19/9. Another nest within 1 
m appears abandoned. Bird sitting 22/9. 

BML 


20+ 

14/09 

Reedy Lake. Numerous, calling from reedbeds btw Barwon River and Reedy Lake. 

BL, BML 

Mistletoebird 

many 

8/09 

You Yangs. 3 seen, others hd. 2 males calling loudly. Female collecting spiderweb. 

JN 

Diamond Firetail 

7 

8/09 

You Yangs. Feeding in grassland btw Eastern paddock and Branch Rd. 

JN 

Beautiful Firetail 

2 

22/09 

Anglesea Heath, Gum Flat. Harrison Tk. Seen and hd in dense expanse of wattle/ 
teatree that forms the Anglesea River headwaters._ 

JN 
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GFNC excursion 
Gum Flat birds and wildflowers 
Sunday 20 October 2013 
Leader: John Newman 

The GFNC recognised the flora and fauna values of this area of 
Anglesea Heath when they completed surveys in the 1960s. It is 
still a marvellous area for birds and wildflowers to today. Many 
species of orchids and a range of heathy flowers are present. 
Birds we hope to see include Southern Emu-wrens, Varied 
Sittellas, Beautiful Firetails, Blue-winged Parrots and many of the 
spring migrants. 

Meet: 9.45 a.m. at the intersection of Gum Flat Rd and 
Harrison’s Track Nth. From the Great Ocean Road, turn west into 
Forest Rd and follow for 6 km. Take left turn into Gum Flat Rd 
(sealed road). Harrisons Track North is 1.3 km on left. It has a 
gate across the gravel track as the track is closed until late 
October. Park safely along the road verge of Gum Flat Rd. 
Please try to organise car pooling beforehand. 

Bring: Drinks, lunch, snacks, field guides, wet weather gear, hat, 
sunscreen, binoculars, magnifying lens. Telescopes are handy. 

Contact: John Newman 5243 8685 or 

Barry Lingham 0417 115 109 


Dick Southcombe Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 
Tuesday 8 October 2013 
Professor Tim Entwisle 
Foraging for freshwater red algae in Australia 

In recognition of Dick’s work in establishing the Wider Geelong 
Flora Lecture series with John Arnott, then Director of the 
Geelong Botanic Gardens, the GFNC is initiating an annual Dick 
Southcombe Wider Geelong Flora Lecture. We are delighted to 
have Professor Tim Entwisle, Director and Chief Executive, 

Royal Botanic Gardens Melbourne, to present the inaugural 
lecture. 

Although now a busy administrator, having worked at the Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew before taking the position at RBG, Tim will 
be talking to us about his own research area which is freshwater 
algae. He has described dozens of new species, two new genera 
and a new family of algae and worked with ecologists on some of 
the first research into the distribution, seasonality and 
environmental responses of steam algae in Australia. 

This will be an opportunity to discover an area most of us know 
little about—as Tim puts it, ‘something a little bit different for 
everyone!’ 

Meet: for a cuppa and chat at 7.00 p.m. Presentation starts at 
8.00 p.m. Sharp. 


Mid-week Bird Group excursion 

Thursday 24 October 2013 
registration is essentiai (see beiow) 

Western Treatment Plant, Werribee 

Leader: Kay Campbell 

Participants of this excursion can expect to see many species of 
bird. Visitors would expect to see a variety of waders including 
those that have returned from their winter migration. 

The Western Treatment Plant (WTP) operators allow entry to the 
Plant by permit holders only. However, a permit holder is allowed 
to bring guests in their car. And as the operators disallow group 
excursions, it will be necessary to allocate non-permit holders 
who wish to come as guests of permit holders. Each permit 
holder will then individually register with WTP for the day, which 
will include advising the names of their allocated guests. 

Register: all guests must register with Lynne, who will assign 
them to a permit holder. Registration by 20 October is 
essentiai 

Permit holders will contact their assigned guests to make 
arrangements for the day. 

Bring: lunch, snacks, drinks (water, water everywhere, but not a 
drop to drink - trust me!), optics, personal items, gate opening 
skills, etc. 

Enquiries: Kay 5243 3311, Lynne 0439 390 801 


Eco Book Group 
Tuesday 29 October 2013 
Flight Behavior by Barbara Kingsolver 

What would happen if monarch butterflies suddenly appeared at 
a different overwintering site? 

Buy or borrow this fascinating and entertaining novel and join in 
the discussion. 

Meet at Lorraine’s home at 8.00 p.m. 

Contact: Lorraine 5243 0636 


Mailing roster 

October: Tibor & Joan Korn 
November: Jan Preston 
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Coming events 


OCTOBER 2013 

NOVEMBER 2013 

1 

General Meeting: EstuaryWatch—Rose Herben 

5 

General Meeting 

8 

Plant Group: Wider Geelong Flora Lecture 

21 

Bird Group: Meeting 

11-14 

SEANA campout, Goulburn/Murray River area, Broken 

20 

Excursion (Mid-week): Cranbourne Botanic Gardens: 


Creek FNC 

28 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 

17 

Bird Group: Meeting—Threatened Bird Network: 
Australasian Bitterns 



20 

Excursion: Gum Tree Flat 



24 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Werribee Treatment 
Plant 



29 

Eco Book Group 




The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening 28 October 2013 . 

Early lodgement of articles (small & large) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning— 
to the Editor Lorraine Phelan: lphelan(g)bigpond.com.au 


DISCLAIMER 

The responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed 
in this magazine rests with the author of the article. Please contact the 
Editor if you wish to reproduce any item (e.g. a photograph) from another 
source, so that copyright permission can be sought. 

The Geelong Naturalist may be quoted without permission provided that 
acknowledgement of the Club and the author is made. 


GFNC meetings are held at Geelong 
Botanic Gardens Friends Room, and 
start at 8.00 p.m. 

Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and 
Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [Melway 452 
G4] 
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